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A Message From Our President
On behalf of the members and executive of the UQ Politics, Philosophy & Economics Society, it is my pleasure to 
introduce to you our 2020 Sponsorship Prospectus.

In 2017 the University of Queensland began an ambitious endeavour to develop its own Bachelor of Politics, 
Philosophy & Economics. In doing so, they joined world-class institutions from Oxford to ANU in offering a degree 
which pushes students to confront the world’s most challenging ethical, societal and practical problems. In 
February 2020 the degree will welcome its 4th first-year cohortand in December celebrate its first graduates.

Since being formed by the inaugral BPPE cohort, the UQPPES has grown well beyond that core group of students. 
In the coming year, UQPPES will welcome its 400th member, with many students from law, arts, and economics 
cohorts having found that the Society significantly compliments and expands the scope of their studies. The Society 
even boasts members from faculties as diverse as engineering and medicine, validating the impact its initiatives 
have upon members.

This is not just an exciting time to be a PPE student or Society member, however. For the first time since our 
founding, we are now looking for partner organisations which share our passion for learning and bold action. By 
partnering with businesses and public institutions which strive to add value to customers and communities alike, 
the UQPPES will not only greatly enhance the experience of members, but also the reputational and recruitment 
ROI for sponsors, well beyond the traditional benefits of simple brand recognition. Partnering with UQPPES is more 
than a simple marketing exercise - it’s an opportunity to have your organisation’s strengths and values reflected in 
tomorrow’s leaders.

For this reason, I am most pleased to be contacting your organisation. I truly believe in the value that UQPPES 
members can bring to industry, government and community, and I believe that the opportunities the Society creates 
for them both develop and realise that potential. I look forward to optimising those opportunities with and for our 
2020 Partners - and I sincerely hope your organisation is among them.

— Raphael Wixted, 2020 UQ PPE Society President
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The UQPPES is an affiliated student society of the UQ Union, founded by students of UQ’s Bachelor of Politics, 
Philosophy & Economics but open to all students interested in the intersection between these disciplines. In terms 
of UQ student societies, we are a medium-sized club with a recurring annual membership of over 250 students, and 
a peak event reach in 2019 of over 1000 students, faculty and community. We have enjoyed high, continuous growth 
across key indicators since our founding just over two years ago, and are the fastest growing society on campus.

Our Mission
Our mission is to make UQ graduates of PPE and adjacent degrees the most insightful, experienced and well-
networked in the country, and to support them in pursuing careers of great personal satisfaction and societal value. 

By forming an effective on-campus community and strong social cohesion among cohorts, the Society is able to 
facilitate impactful and robust academic debate, informal peer learning and comprehensive cross-sector career 
networking which maximise members’ capacity to change the world around them.

Our Members
Regardless of which faculty they hail from, UQPPES members are defined by a keen curiosity about the reality of 
the world around them and a professional — not just academic — interest in meaningfully improving it. Through 
the connections and knowledge gained from these initiatives, PPE students have already successfully formed 
businesses, non-profits, political endeavours and thesis projects. The unparalleled achievement and energy 
of these members validates the existence of the UQPPES and its mission to support “careers of great personal 
satisfaction and societal value”.

By pursuing initiatives and events which not just reflect but promote members’ commitment to adding value 
to the community and employers, reaching for deep understanding of issues, and maintaining 
the highest professional and ethical standards, the UQPPES is helping to develop 
the political, business and community leaders of the coming 
decades.

“For the first time since our founding, 
we are now looking for partner 
organisations which share our passion 
for learning and bold action.”
— Raphael Wixted, 2020 UQ PPE Society President
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Rationale - Why choose us?
Meaningful Impact
By supporting our society, you are investing directly in the education of the leaders of tomorrow. The work our 
Society conducts throughout the year directly contributes to the academic success, career aspirations and sense of 
community within our membership. As a result, by supporting our Society financially you are resourcing initiatives 
which help students develop themselves and have confidence in their academic and workplace abilities.

Of even greater impact however, is the indirect benefit your contribution will have on society at large through these 
beneficiaries. By creating a cohort of learned, ambitious, hard working and well-networked graduates, you are 
enabling young people to take control of their careers and pursue initiatives which align their abilities with their 
passions, and produce businesses, non-profits & community endeavors that have a truly worthwhile impact.

Valuable Personnel Access
The scale of that potential impact is reflective of the high academic & personal standards which characterise 
our membership. Sponsorship of the UQPPES provides your business with access to that highly motivated and 
competent cohort. Our members are unique thinkers with a diverse range of skills and a passion to succeed.

Polymaths by definition, our members have interests across a wide array of possible careers – and many have 
aspirations to apply their learnings across a range of endeavors. This makes UQPPES members invaluable 
contributors to any workplace, and at a time when employers are increasingly seeing real value in diversifying 
candidate selection, their inclusion constitutes an investment in your long term success. Being a sponsor of the 
UQPPES gives you the unique opportunity to not only advertise to, but network and even collaborate with members.

Positive Brand Association
Sponsoring the UQPPES presents donors with an opportunity to align their brand with a student society which 
reflects their values and ambitions. Because we place genuine relationships at the centre of everything we do 
— seeking to align the interests of our members with faculty, employers, and other societies in a manner which 
benefits all parties — we know that co-creating events and initiatives alongside our top sponsors is guaranteed to 
lead to optimal, long-term relationships.

The UQPPES will provide our sponsors with an incredible platform for your business to advertise to our members 
and the broader university community. With both our general sponsorship packages and the opportunity to sponsor 
specific society events we provide a platform for you to spread the word about your unique selling points to a 
community where that reputation matters.
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Our Team – and the Year Ahead 
Raphael Wixted

President
In the coming year I’m looking forward to leading a team of compelled and passionate 
students in helping their peers make the most of their education and university life. I 
believe that the most rewarding and exciting pursuits are those which bring genuine value 

to others, and it is the reflection of that view in the team around me which makes me most 
optimistic about the year ahead. 

James Penfold
Secretary

I am the Secretary of the UQ PPE Society, and have served on the executive committee since 
its inception. Having been one of the founders of our society, I am privileged to continue 

my involvement, and oversee its expansion and consolidation as the best student society on 
campus. I have served as secretary of numerous other volunteer organisations, and hope to 

use this experience to organise a banner year in 2020.

Emma Grady
Treasurer
In 2020 I’m incredibly excited to ensure our members get the most out of their membership 
with the PPE Society. Through my time at UQ the Society has been integral to fostering 

a sense of community for students interested in politics, philosophy and economics, 
particularly for those studying the PPE degree. As Treasurer, I look forward to ensuring that we 

can maximise the value-add of participation for students and Society Partners alike.
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Vocational Portfolio
Jahan Patel

Vice-President (Vocational)
As Vice President of Vocations and a penultimate year BPPE student, I am passionate 
about connecting our talented graduates with ambitious employers looking to guide the 
next generation of movers and shakers. I believe studying the intersection of politics, 

philosophy and economics enables our members to uniquely conceptualise problems 
and anticipate solutions, with critical analysis skills and breadth of knowledge that 

are highly transferable and invaluable across a range of career paths.

Regular & Ongoing Initiatives
Fortnightly Newsletter The vocational portfolio contributes to our newsletter by 

advertising career-building opportunities, job offers, and 
competitions.

Continuous Competition Teams Support As part of our investment in meaningfully enhancing the 
employability of our members, the Society is implementing a 
support program to encourage participation in academic or 
practical competitions. This includes competition mentoring, 
application assistance & conferencing, and some financial 
support to remove barriers to participation.

Continuous Alumni Network Through 2020 we’ll be preparing for the November launch of our 
official Alumni Network. While many UQ faculties promote the 
benefits of their informal alumni networks, UQPPES is leading 
the way in incorporating a formalised degree-specific alumni 
association into our Society governance & business models. 
This initiative will contribute significantly to the early-career 
development of graduates, and reflects our belief in lifelong 
learning.

““Our members ... uniquely conceptualise 
problems and anticipate solutions, with 
critical analysis skills and breadth of 
knowledge that are highly transferable and 
invaluable across a range of career paths”
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Events Calendar
Sem 1 Week 4
16/03

Senior Cohorts Networking With many of the inaugural PPE cohort and UQPPES founding 
members from all faculties quickly approaching graduation, 
2020 will bring with it new opportunities for students to connect 
with exciting graduate opportunities – and for employers to 
benefit.

Our Senior Cohorts Networking evening will go beyond 
traditional job fairs for student clubs, and aims to bring 
together an exciting mix of professionals from all industries 
to share ideas and experiences with members, as well as to 
create ongoing relationships as mentors, employers, and even 
partners.

Sem 1 Week 10
04/05

Women in PPE Women In PPE is an opportunity for all female-identifying 
UQPPES members to find mentorship and community both 
from higher cohorts and practicing professionals. It reflects 
our commitment to creating an environment where a diversity 
of ideas and leadership styles are supported to the absolute 
benefit of all members, and the future leadership of business, 
academia and politics is emboldened.

Sem 2 Week 3
10/08

Policy Pitch Competition In 2020 we’ll be launching the most comprehensive and 
rigorous public policy competition available to Queensland 
students. By drawing on our strong relationships in policy 
academia, government, political strategy, third-sector think 
tanks & private sector consultancy, this event promises to be 
hugely beneficial to student participants while also drawing out 
real, plausible solutions to pressing problems.

Sem 2 Week 9
21/09

Careers in PPE Intended to inform and inspire our first and second year 
students, Careers In PPE will be a showcase of the wide world 
of opportunities open to those who master flexible thinking 
and a will for lifelong learning. We’ll be inviting a wide range of 
employers to promote their workplaces and industries, as well 
as special guests who highlight the value in creating your own 
jobs and opportunities.
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Academic Portfolio
Connor Harvey

Vice-President (Academic)
As Academic Vice-President for 2020, I will be focusing on both fostering a culture of 
intellectual debate within the PPE society and advocating the interests of PPE students 
in course design and delivery. With valuable previous experience in the portfolio, I 

appreciate how important an engaged PPE society is for the student body. This year I look 
forward to leading a talented new team to achieve the outcomes members deserve.

Regular & Ongoing Initiatives
Fortnightly Newsletter The academic portfolio contributes to our newsletter by 

promoting academic support programs, keynote lectures, 
scholarship dates and more.

Fortnightly Book Club A tool developed to support students in managing the high 
volume of reading required by many courses while building 
community, discourse, and an environment of academic rigour.

Continuous Statecraft Since it’s inception in late 2018, the Society’s flagship 
publication Statecraft has grown to become renowned on 
campus in it’s own right. New articles are published weekly 
or more to the magazine’s own website, and each October the 
years best content is published in print format. 

Annual 
publication

Course Guide Our annual Course Guide is a collaborative effort by members to 
assist their peers in subject selection and study improvement. 
The Society solicits course feedback & subject-specific 
tips, before synthesising this collective learning into a 
comprehensive, functional guide.

Continuous Academic Advocacy The Society plays a major role in advocating for its members, 
particularly as a conduit for cohort feedback on the BPPE 
program design and course rules. 

““I will be focused on both fostering a 
culture of intellectual debate within the PPE 
Society and advocating the interests of PPE 
students”
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Events Calendar
Sem 1 Week 8
20/04

Academic Panel Discussion In a time when academia is increasingly commodified and 
discourse trivialised, the UQPPES has chosen to take the lead 
in facilitating discussions on matters of importance. Part of that 
endeavour is our new annual Academic Panel Discussion, where 
academics of differing views and backgrounds will dissect 
theory and argument in a live forum. 

Sem 2 Week 1
27/07

Academic Info Night Our Academic Info Night will help BPPE students make the 
most of their studies and allow students from adjacent degrees 
the opportunity to inform their course selection and honours 
planning. By doing so, it helps students raise the bar for 
themselves, their peers, and cohorts yet to commence.

Sem 2 Week 7
07/09

Keynote Lecture Building on the immense success of 2019’s Public Lecture, we’ve 
decided to enshrine the tradition of inviting inspiring public 
figures to share their views on emerging global issues and 
the challenges they pose. Having sold out UQ’s largest lecture 
theatre in it’s inaugural year,  the Society’s Keynote Lecture is 
quickly becoming a recognised home for public discourse on 
campus. 
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Engagement Portfolio
Maeve Rees-Murphy

Vice-President (Engagement)
As Engagement VP, I am passionately expanding and diversifying our event portfolio 
to cater for all our existing and potential members. From every launch party to social 
sports game, my team aspires to promote the society’s culture of fun, social inclusion 

and genuine community. By creating an environment conducive to the health  and 
happiness of students, we’ll be laying the foundations for their further success 

and achievement.

Regular & Ongoing Initiatives
Fortnightly Newsletter The engagement portfolio contributes to our newsletter by 

keeping members abreast of all upcoming social and community 
events, with particular focus on helping new students adjust to 
university life and find their own sense of cohort. 

Weekly Social Sport The Society organises teams to compete in UQ Sport and UQ 
Interfaculty Competitions as an opportunity for members to 
make new friends and take a healthy break from studying.

Monthly Mentoring Program Our mentoring program helps connect new students with 
established members of our undergraduate community, and 
connect them with the opportunities and experience which 
allow them to make the most of their degree. 

Twice per 
semester

Movie & Trivia Nights In conjunction with the UQ Film Appreciation Society and the UQ 
Union’s Red Room respectively, the Society holds these lowkey 
social events throughout the year to encourage a collegiate 
environment among members. 

““By creating an environment conducive to 
the health and happiness of students, we’ll 
be laying the foundations for their futher 
success and achievement”
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Events Calendar
Sem 1 Week 2
02/03

Launch Party We’ll be kicking off 2020 as we mean to continue it – with an 
ambitious, community building, well-partnered event. The 
Society’s semester one launch will be in conjunction with the 
UQ Banking Club and will equal our largest event to date.

Sem 1 Week 7
06/04

First Year Dinner Students who form strong relationships with their peers perform 
better academically, emotionally, and in their careers. Our 
First Year Dinner creates a rare opportunity for new students 
to form these cohort networks and contributes significantly to 
the success of these students as they progress through their 
studies and beyond. 

Exams W2
15/06

End of Sem Party After a semester of hard study, competition and career 
development, we’ll be consolidating the Society’s community 
through our biggest solo social event to date. 

Sem 2 Week 5
24/08

UQPPES X UQLS PubCrawl Continuing our noted commitment to promoting socially healthy 
and well networked cohorts, we’ve partnered with the UQ Law 
Society to offer members an evening of merriment and new 
friends. 

Sem 2 Week 10
05/10

PPE Soiree Renowned for being one of the best value formal socials 
available to UQ students, the PPE Soiree will be returning for its 
biggest year yet. 

Holiday Period Valedictory Dinner To celebrate our first graduating cohort and launch our Alumni 
Network, the Society’s Valedictory Dinner promises to be an 
annual highlight for years to come. The event will showcase to 
guests from all cohorts the success of the graduands, and hopes 
to inspire their own achievement. 
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